
This great group of students is now settling into their classes and becom-

ing more familiar with the routines and expectations of Stage 1.  

On Wednesday, 11th February our Stage 1 information evening was held. 

The purpose of the event was a general meeting between teachers and 

parents to discuss our expectations for Years 1 and 2, 2009. I would like 

to take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support and well wishes 

as I prepare to take maternity leave, I will be finishing on Friday, 6th 

March. I am very grateful for the support I have received from students 

and families during my time as the Stage 1 Coordinator and this is very 

much appreciated. I am confident that Sue Durham will do an excellent job 

replacing me in the position and I wish her all the very best. 

 

On behalf of St Charbel's College, students and staff, especially the Stage 

1 teachers, I would like to farewell Mrs Goaley as she takes maternity 

leave for the impending birth of her first baby. We thank her for the professionalism and dedication shown during her 7 years at the College. 

Mrs Goaley has taught Years 1 and 2 and has been the Stage 1 Coordinator over the last 2 years. 

She always performed her duties in a professional manner and was a fine role model to both students and staff. Mrs Goaley instilled Chris-

tian values into her students and always gave their learning her top priority. The Stage 1 teachers who worked closely with her as their coor-

dinator learned much from her and thank her for her guidance. 

As I replace Mrs Goaley as the Stage 1 coordinator, I pray that I will uphold the standard set by her and continue to fulfil the expectations 

and demands of the role.  We all wish Mrs Goaley and her husband much happiness with the new addition to their family. 

Thank you, good luck and may God bless you. By Ms Susan Durham  

Stage 1 Coordinator                                                                                                       Mrs Melissa Goaley 

I have been appointed as the stage 2 coordinator for this year as Mrs Anton has taken time off to be a full time mum.Thank you Mrs Anton 

for all your hard work and guidance for the past few years. 

The stage 2 teachers (3A:Miss Alkan,3C:Miss Ahal,3G:Mrs Abouraad,4B:Ms Badrous, 4R:Miss Rahme,4L:Mrs Aynajian,Mrs 

Azzi,Mrs Kazzi, Mrs Sandrussi,Miss   Maroun and Mrs Matar) are all looking forward to working and collaborating with you this year. 

 Upcoming Stage 2 dates to remember: 

* Wed 4th March; Stage 2 and Communion meeting                  * Fri 13th March:Year 4 Rocks excursion 

* May 12th-14th: NAPLAN testing (year3)            * Sun May 24th:Year 3 First Holy Communion. 

Stage 2 Coordinator                                                                                   Miss Charlotte Ahal 

The first term is already in full swing ï welcome back to all Year 5 and 6 students.  A brand new year, a new start, a time to make positive 

changes and to set goals and resolutions for the year ahead.  A year of excursions, new experiences and increased knowledge and skills.   

A celebration of 25 years of success at St. Charbelôs.  Finally, a year where we allé ñBegin as we mean to continueò. 

 Thank you to all parents for their attendance at the Stage 3 Parent Information Evening.  We value your continued support and look forward 

to a successful and exciting year, working together for the benefit of our students, your children. 

Stage 3 Coordinator                                                                                                  Miss Elizabeth Woodin 

Kindergarten students have settled into óbig schoolô quite well this year and there appears 

to be fewer tears. The students are quickly becoming accustomed to lining up, following 

rules and playground etiquette.  Our beautiful angels are becoming confident in 

recognising and writing their names and they are thoroughly enjoying the Letterland 

lessons. I would like to thank all parents and teachers for their support during the first few 

weeks of Term 1 in making the Kindergarten transition as smooth as possible. 

Just a reminder that when a student arrives late or is picked up early all parents are 

required to get a pink dismissal slip from the front office to give to the class teacher 

before taking your child. Please ensure all your childôs belongings are labelled and your 

childôs lunch and recess are clearly separated in their lunchbox. It is protocol for parents 

to make a specific appointment time or write a note to the class teacher when an issue or 

concern arises with your child. It poses a safety concern for students when the teacher is distracted at the lining up area or in the classroom 

and is therefore unable to be diligent in their duty of care of students. Your cooperation is appreciated. 

Early Stage 1 Coordinator                                                                                        Ms Marie-Claire Hawwa 

Rectorõs Message 

Rev Fr Antoine Tarabay 
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Welcome back to school! I hope you all had a restful and relaxing 
summer and are ready for this big year ahead of us in which we 

celebrate the Silver Jubilee of St Charbelõs College. 

St Charbelôs College was founded in 1984 with the mission to instil 
the Maronite spirituality and tradition into our childrenôs education 
enhancing their spiritual dimension while enriching the lives of our 
students and the future generations with high academic standards. 
2009 will be a year of celebrations and activities to highlight the 
twenty five years of the Collegeôs existence. The program of events 

for 2009 includes: 

Term 1  

Mon 16 February: Press Conference to announce the program of 

the Silver Jubilee Year of St Charbelôs College 

Tues 17 February: 2009 Opening Mass celebrated by His 
Excellency Bishop Ad Abi Karam, Maronite Bishop of Australia, 

followed by the 2008 HSC High Achievers Awards Ceremony  

Term 2  

Friday 15 May: Forum on Cultural Identity and Its Expression in 
Literature (Presentation of the new book: ñIn Someone Elseôs Shoesò 

by Joseph Assaf) 

Monday 22 June: Silver Jubilee Sports Tournament for Primary 

Schools 

June 5 & July 9: Silver Jubilee Sports Tournament for Secondary 

Schools 

Term 3 

Mon 28 September: Mass celebrated by the Most Reverend Abbot 
Elias Khalife, Superior General of the Lebanese Maronite Order of 
Monks and the opening of the Art Exhibition: The Making of Our 

History 

Wed 30 September: Blessing and Inauguration of the new building 
under the patronage of The Hon Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister of 

Australia 

Fri 2 October : Formal 25th Anniversary Dinner 

Tues 6 October: Performance by the Holy Spirit University Choir 

coming from Lebanon    

Term 4 

Mon 23 November: Inter-School Arabic Competition: A History from 

Lebanon 

Fri 11 December: End of Year Solemn Liturgy presided over by His 
Eminence Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop of Sydney, followed by 

the end of year Prizegiving Ceremony. 

As we begin the season of Holy Lent, we embark upon a spiritual 
journey replete with abundant opportunities for spiritual growth in 
Christ. We are all invited to share in this period of intensified prayer, 
to distance ourselves from sin, and to remain steadfast along the 

path of righteousness toward His heavenly Kingdom.  

Welcome to the first edition of our newsletter for 2009 and welcome 
back to St Charbelôs College for another school year. A very special 
welcome goes to those who are new to our school community. I 

hope you have had a pleasant and relaxing holiday. 

As Rev Fr Antoine Tarabay announced at the end of the 2008 school 
year, I have been appointed Principal of St Charbelôs College. I 
would like to invite parents and guardians with any suggestions or 
concerns you may have to raise them with myself or the Parents and 
Friends committee. It is my hope that we will work together for the 

betterment of our College and the future of our children.  

2009 Opening Mass & HSC High Achievers Award 

I would like 
to thank 
everyone 
who 
helped 
organize a 
very 
successful 
2009 
Opening 
Mass & 
HSC High 
Achievers 

Awards Ceremony on Tuesday 17 February 2009.  

It was a great celebration of the achievements of our students and 
teachers. I am proud to announce that St Charbelôs College was 
nominated as one of the top 200 schools of the State for the 2008 
HSC results in the Sydney Morning Herald ranking 120 as well as 1 
of the top 2 schools in the Bankstown area. Our 2008 Year 12 
students achieved admirable academic excellence. Congratulations 
go to all our award recipients, particularly to our top 3 achievers 
Wadad Seklawy, Madonna Azzi and Josephine Sara who 
respectively achieved a UAI of 98.65, 98.1 and 97.8 and to Leila 
Najjar and Lorayne Bejjani for achieving second place in Arabic 

Extension and Arabic Continuers respectively. 

The Season of Lent: On Monday 23 February, on Ash Monday, we 
held a prayer service and the blessing and distribution of ashes at 
our College. Lent offers us an opportunity to reflect on the meaning 
and value of our Christian lives. In the Lenten period, the Church 
invites us to carry out some specific tasks that accompany the 
process of interior renewal; these are prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 
On this occasion, I would like to highlight the importance of 
almsgiving especially at this time of great suffering for our brothers 
and sisters in Victoria whose lives have been shattered by the 
bushfires. It is our duty as Christians and fellow Australians to give 

generously to the appeals to assist all the bushfire victims.  

Finally, may I again welcome you to St. Charbelôs College and wish 

you all a successful and happy year ahead. 

Principalõs Message 

Rev Fr Joseph Sle iman 



Head of Secondary 
Mr Jaime Rodriguez 

Welcome back to the 2009 academic year.  As we begin the process of another 
year of education we do it with enthusiasm and dedication.  We hope to count 
on the support of parents as their input in this task is absolutely essential. 
The first couple of weeks have already been very busy with preparation and 
celebration.  Our new Year 7 students are experiencing the reality of Secondary 
school and Iôm sure that Homework has become a topic of conversation at 
home.  We celebrated the achievements of our top achievers in the HSC 2008 
at the celebration of the inaugural Mass on February 17th.  It was a moment of 
pride and joy which we hope to repeat with our new Year 12 cohort. 
An information evening was held for students and parents of Year 12 2009.  At 
this occasion we highlighted the importance of commitment and application to 
studies in all subject.  Just as we did then I would encourage students to take 
advantage of the resources available at our school to seek the help they need 
in the courses they are studying.  Remember that the first resource available is 
the teachers themselves.  Students of Year 12 should ensure that their time privileges are used to enhance their learning and preparation. 
It is pleasing to see that most students are looking after the new facilities at school.  It is a pleasant environment and everybody needs to help 
look after it.  There are still some issues that need to be resolved but we are working to resolve those issues to ensure that students are 
comfortable and safe at school. 
We look forward to the many events that will mark our Jubilee celebrations.  I hope that 2009 will bring success, joy and a great deal of 
learning to everyone. 

Head of School 
Mr Chris Smyth 

Welcome back to the 2009 school year! 

A particular welcome to our new students, teachers and parents who have joined the St Charbelôs community this year.  

We are looking forward to another year of on-going school improvement as we set our strategic goals for 2009. This year we are particularly 

looking at literacy and numeracy, integration of technology, differentiation of the curriculum, and assessment. Each KLA and Stage group has 

selected areas for improvement and are developing goals, strategies and performance indicators to guide their work. 

Our strategies are concentrated on improving learning and teaching in such a way that it will lead to long term sustainable improvements in the 

academic performance of all our students. Charles Darwin (in the 200th year since his birth and the 150th anniversary year of the publication 

of On the Origin of Species) once said ñit is not the strongest of the species that survive, nor the most intelligent, but the one most responsive 

to changeò. We continue to work towards creating a learning environment where students, teachers and parents are open to change. 

Best wishes for 2009 as we celebrate the Silver Jubilee of St. Charbelôs College. 

The New Year is well under way. Already children are working towards greater learning and developing new skills, Staff are busy getting the 

planning and preparation completed, and all of us are trying to get used to our new routines and the changes that have taken place. 

This year we have no changes to our classroom teachers, the first time for a number of years. We do however have a change in Arabic staff, 

we welcome Mrs Matar who is replacing Mrs Bayeh while she is on maternity leave. I also congratulate Miss Ahal who will be acting Stage 2 

coordinator while Mrs Anton is on maternity leave. 

Our year, being our Silver Jubilee will be a busy year. NAPLAN testing will be conducted in early Term 2 as well as Year 3 Holy Communion, 

which has been brought forward to the 24th of May. So Year 3 in particular will have a lot to do before the end of this term. 

Thank you to parents who attended the Stage 1 and Stage 3 parent information nights and I look forward to the upcoming Stage 2 and Kinder-

garten information evenings. 

Head of Primary 
Mr John Klumpp 

Primary LOTE Report                         Miss Roly Maroun 

Last year, our teaching focus was on the speaking skills.  It proved 

to be beneficial for the students. 

This year, alongside the speaking skills, we will be concentrating in 
our teaching of the reading skills.   It is known that when children 
become good readers in the early grades, they are more likely to 
become better learners throughout their school years and beyond. 
Therefore, we encourage students to read Arabic books and par-
entsô support in this matter is much appreciated.  Students are wel-

come to borrow Arabic books from the school library. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
March 2009 

Wed, 4    Stage 2 Parent Information Night at 7.15pm 

Wed, 11 Year 11 Information Night at 7.15 

April 2009 

Wed, 8 Term 1 concludes 

 

First instalment for school fees is now due. 

Payments may be paid in cash, cheque,  

EFTPOS or credit card. 

Hope to see you all soon in the Accounts Office 

School Fees                                  

Welcome back to a new term from the library. 

To encourage reading the library is holding a Scholastic Book Fair 

from Tuesday, the 17th of March until Friday, the 20th of March. 

There you will find a selection of the best books available for your 

child. The books range in price from $10.00 to $30.00. During the 

week classes will be able to preview books for sale. 

Students will be able to buy books before school and at lunchtime. 

Parents are also welcome to attend the fair and purchase books 

from Tuesday, the 17th of March until Friday, the 20th of March 

9.00-3.00. Books will range in price from $8.00 - $30.00. 

Payment will be cash only. All book fair purchases benefit our 

school, allowing us to purchase new resources for the school. 

Please continue to ensure your child returns library books and 

brings their library card everyday to school to enable them to bor-

row books from the library. Replacements for lost cards can be 

purchased from the library. 

Library News                                Ms Christine Golz Secondary LOTE Report                 Mr Melhem Kairouz 
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Year 7 Coordinator            Ms Vivienne Gilkes 

It ôappened at Appin! 

Year 7 attended their first Spirituality Day at Appin, on Friday the 20th 

February.  Students enjoyed the spiritual activities (organized by Mrs. 

Mansour) and the sporting games (Mr. Zalloua), especially the tug-o-

war.  In keeping with the theme ñI believeò; students ended the day 

with their retreat song and writing on their retreat banner. 

The Parents and Friends Association has many events planned for 

2009 and hope that more parents will join us this year. 

Upcoming events: 

Sunday 1st MarchñManoush and Erban sale after each morning 

Mass. 

Easter Showbag Saleðnotes will be sent with more info. 

Friday 1st MayñPrimary Disco 

P & F Corner                         Mrs Rosemary Gea Gea 

Nathan El-Hosni was the winner of the 

Bankstown Council 2009 Australia 

Day Young Citizen of the year. 

He also recently won the local ñLions 

Youthò of the Year 2009 competition 

 

* Mrs. Tania Mihailuk the Mayor of 
Bankstown with  Nathan El-Hosni* 

Inner west Swimming Carnival 
On Wednesday the 18th of February a number of students from 
Year 5 and 6 attended the Inner West Swimming Carnival at Auburn 
Aquatic Centre. The students had the chance to compete in a num-
ber of different swimming events against students from other 
schools.  I would like to congratulate the following students for their 
hard work and effort, Vanessa Love, Mary Chaghoury, Gabrielle 
Zeitoune, Minou Jourieh, Andrew Zoghbi, Daniel Mansour, Daniel 
Hadchiti, Sleiman Abdou, George Karam, Mario Kazzi and Christo-
pher Zeitoune.  Well done to all Students! 

Primary SPORT Coordinator        Miss Ronda Saad 


