
Term 1 has flown by but not without producing some pleasing results across Grades 1 and 2. Our Early Literacy program 
is in full swing as we strive to positively boost the standard of English in our students. One of the priorities in Term 1 was to 
focus on raising the reading levels of the students, especially in Year 1, and teachers are seeing some pleasing results as 
individual reading assessments are completed. The Reading Recovery program offers assistance to Year 1 and provides 
one on one teaching for those students who need assistance to increase their literacy levels. As the Reading Recovery 
teacher once again this year, I look forward to the challenge of working to better enable some students to learn effectively 
in the mainstream classroom. Most of our students are enthusiastic learners and we hope to reward them for their efforts 
as the year progresses and they take pride in their achievements. Congratulations to the following students who received 
Citizenship Awards earlier this term: Joseph Al-Alam 1A,  Rafka Hadchiti 1A, Louie Alam 1C, Tiana Dagher 1C, Antonio Azzi 1M, Jennifer 
Ayoub 1M, Christopher Ters 2T, Eliane Chidiac 2T, Christelle Al-Akkiki 2S, Romeo Mitri 2S, James Abouharb 2C and Daniella El-Azzi 2C. 
The holidays are a time for relaxation and fun but please remind children to be mindful of their safety. Also, there is no need for them to stop 
working on their schoolwork. Reading and revising Language and Maths concepts would certainly not be a waste of time. 
Whatever you do in the holidays, try to do as much as you can as a family. I wish everyone a happy, safe and holy Easter. 

Stage 1 Coordinator                                                                                                       Ms Sue Durham 

Thank you to the following Year 3 sheriffs: 3A: Perla Sadaka, Antonio El-Kazi, Celine Saidi, 
George Zatar, Vanessa Bechara and Ricardo Akkari. 3C: Charbel Azzi, Chrisitne Antoun, 
Rebecca Moubarak and Pamela Kazzi. 3G: Tamiah Alam, Paloma Darjani, Daniel Azzi and 
Mark Khodair. 
Congratulations to the following stage 2 students, Citizenship Awards: 3A: Antonio El-Kazi 
and Celine Saidi. 3C: Nicolas Nahmy and Sara-Lisa Bouchaaya: 3G : Tamiah Alam and Tia 
Azzi. 4A: Christopher Wakim and Shania Saad. 4B: John Eid and Selene Azzi. 4R: Justin 
Achi and Melissa Matar. 
Year 4 ROCKS excursion: On the 13th March the Year 4 students attended an excursion to 
the Rocks. It was a successful and eventful day for the teachers and students. 
Dates to keep in mind: Year 3 Appin trip: Fri 8th May and  Holy Communion: Sun 24th May. Have a lovely and blessed Easter! 

Stage 2 Coordinator                                                                                   Miss Charlotte Ahal 

 On Thursday 19th March, 
Year 5 visited the Wollongong 
Science Centre as a field trip 
for their Science unit, The 
Solar System. Students were 
able to explore hands-on 
experiments and gain first-
hand insight into the wicked 
world of Science! 
 The Year 6s recently visited 
Kurnell and Botany Bay as part 
of their Science unit, Earth: An 
Ancient Land.  Students witnessed firsthand the effects of weathering and erosion on landforms. 
Thank you to all students who participated in the SRCôs Easter colouring-in competition.  Winners will be announced on the 2nd April. 
 Congratulations to the following students who received an award for Excellence in Citizenship: Christopher Chidiac, Peta-Maree Ayoub, 
Rita Chaaya, Kazem Haifa, Vanessa El-Kazzi, Patrick Gorkis, Nicole Ayoub, Kamil El-Azzi, James Abboud and Amanda Mitri, Cynthia 
Zaatar and Patrick Jawaro. 

Stage 3 Coordinator                                                                                                  Miss Elizabeth Woodin 

As we approach the end of Term 1, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support and cooperation and I 
pray we can continue to work together for the learning and happiness of the Kindergarten students. The Easter Hat Parade 
was a huge success and congratulations on a fine effort in creating these catwalk masterpieces. Congratulations to the 
Coordinator Citizenship Award Winners:  
KH: George Wakim, Vanessa Chidiac, KB: Jacob Azzi, Maria Esper, KS: Joseph El-Haddad, Chanel-Jay Bouchaaya. 
I encourage all students to continue practising their letter sounds and sight words, rote counting and attempting to write and read throughout 
the holidays. Have a Blessed and safe Easter. 

Early Stage 1 Coordinator                                                                                        Ms Marie-Claire Hawwa 

Primary students are remembering the gospels of the Passion of Our 

Lord in a series of mini paraliturgies being held each morning at the 

Assembly of the last two weeks of school, with the exception of Mon-

days when the usual Flag Assembly is held. We attend these in an 

attitude of prayer, faith and thanksgiving. 

Primary REC Report                                 Mrs Mary Wells 

Tuesday 31st Palm Sunday  Kindergarten 

Wednesday 1st Last Supper Grade 3 

Thursday 2nd Jesus' Betrayal Grade 4 

Friday  3rd Trial & Carrying the Cross  Grade 5 and 6 

Tuesday 4th Death of Jesus Grade 2 

Wednesday 5th  Burial & Resurrection Grade 1 

Rectorõs Message 

Rev Fr Antoine Tarabay 
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As we come to the end of 

Term 1, I want to take 

this opportunity to thank 

the Leadership Team of 

the College and all the 

teachers for their work 

during this term and to 

encourage the students 

to remain focused on 

their school work 

throughout this year.  

During this term, I was 

busy preparing building and maintenance submissions in response 

to the Australian Governmentôs $42 billion economic stimulus 

package. As part of the package every Australian school will be able 

to access a part of the Governmentôs investment through the 

óBuilding the Education Revolutionô program over the coming 3 

years. Due to the overarching goals of this plan, work must be 

undertaken and completed quickly so the College is working to the 

governmentôs very tight timeframes. St Charbelôs College has 

already submitted applications for a multipurpose hall and a 

shaded area for the secondary and an application for a science 

laboratory is underway. These grants will help make positive 

changes to the learning environments for our students and improve 

the learning outcomes.  

As we get closer to the Easter holidays, we prepare to celebrate the 

great mystery, the foundation of Christian faith and hope: Jesusô 

rising from the dead. By His death and resurrection, our Lord has not 

taken away suffering and evil from the world but has vanquished 

them at their roots by the superabundance of His grace. He has 

countered the arrogance of evil with the supremacy of His love. I 

invite all the families of our parish to join us in the Easter Triduum 

beginning with the memory of the Lordôs Supper on Holy Thursday 

and culminating in the resurrection of our Lord on Easter Sunday. 

These three days draw us into the mystery of our salvation. This 

year, St Charbelôs parish is holding the Good Friday liturgy at 

10.30am in Arabic and 3.30pm in English. The Youth of the parish 

are also re-enacting Christôs last days in the Stations of the Cross 

that will be held at St Charbelôs Church at 9.00am on Good Friday. I 

encourage all the families to celebrate these days liturgically so as to 

reflect on the depth of the love being offered to us.  

I would like to wish you and your families a Happy Easter and a safe 

holiday. 

This is the last newsletter for 

Term 1, a very busy and 

productive term. I would like 

to congratulate the students 

for their application to their 

studies and participation in 

the different school activities 

held in Term 1.  

It has been a really busy term with many parent information nights 

organised for different year groups. I would like to thank all the 

teachers who prepared those information evenings and the parents 

who attended. Your attendance and support of your childrenôs 

education is well appreciated. 

During this term, the primary and secondary Swimming Carnivals 

were held. The students enjoyed the beautiful weather and warm 

sunshine on the day. Congratulations to the winning teams and 

thank you to the teachers, especially the Sports Department, for 

organising these fun-filled days.    

Over the last few days, our Year 12 students have sat their half-

yearly examinations in preparation for their Higher School 

Examinations. We hope that they continue to work hard throughout 

this year so that they reap the rewards at the end with results that 

meet their expectations.  

I would like to remind all the parents of our College that we are 

currently accepting enrolments for Kindergarten 2010. Please note 

that the deadline is the 15th of May 2009 and no late applications 

will be accepted. Please pick up an enrolment package from the 

front office as soon as you get the chance.  

As we close for the Easter holidays with the end of Term 1, let us 

take the time to reflect on the meaning of the important feast coming 

up. In the story of Jesus Christ and His crucifixion, aggression is met 

with forgiveness, violence is borne without revenge and suffering is 

absorbed in self-giving. The aggression cycle is broken and new 

possibility, new life emerges from the place of death, the tomb. 

Easter tells us that peace comes when the cycle of violence is 

broken and that hatred ends, when hatred is absorbed by 

forgiveness. In this spirit, we pray for peace around the world. Let us 

not be afraid to open our hearts to Jesus and to become apostles of 

peace and messengers of the joy of the Resurrection. Let us always 

remember that our Christian faith is lively: Christ is now alive and He 

walks with us. What an immense mystery of love! 

I wish you a safe and enjoyable Easter break and we will see you 

back on Tuesday 28 April. 

Principalõs Message 

Rev Fr Joseph Sle iman 



Head of Secondary 
Mr Jaime Rodriguez 

We have made it to another end of term.  Term I has given us lots to do and most of it has been 
extremely enjoyable.  Yes, we have had some difficult moments but we have dealt with them in a way 
that ensures the well-being of our community.  It has also been a sacred time for our community.  Lent 
has given us an opportunity to be more conscious, more aware of our actions towards others and 
towards God.  Our faith has been strengthen.  Now we look forward, not only to a well deserved break 
but also we look forward to the celebrations of our most important religious beliefs, the rising of our 
Lord.   
I wish a very happy Easter to all the families in our community.  May the risen Lord be with you and 
your loved ones.  May the risen Christ fill your hearts with energy and spiritual revival.  Enjoy the break! 

Head of School 
Mr Chris Smyth 

During Term 1 we have had weekly Information nights for the different year and stage groups in the primary 

and secondary schools. At these parent meetings I have attempted to describe a contemporary approach to 

the motivation of students so they can achieve their full potential. In summary, the following points need the 

consistent application of parents and teachers. Academic success relies on young people having a positive 

self concept about themselves. This comes when they experience success with their learning and are 

acknowledged by parents and teachers for improvement, acquisition of new skills, mastery and personal 

best. As they experience success they develop confidence and begin to enjoy the learning experience. When 

parents and teachers make comparisons with the performance of others or fail to acknowledge these things 

then the student is likely to just give up and underperform. As I said on many occasions the emphasis needs 

to be on the learning and NOT on the performance. In this way the student performance has a greater 

chance of improving. The positive relationships that develop when this approach is used also motivate 

students to learn because they feel trusted and respected for putting in their best efforts. The students have 

a responsibility to put in the effort and learn strategies to work towards doing their personal best. The 

wonderful role of teachers is helping them with those strategies so they can be the person who develops a love for lifelong learning. 

Please enjoy the company of your children during the holiday break and have a happy and holy Easter as we celebrate Christôs resurrection. 

A very successful  Ashton Scholastic Book Fair was 
held last week in the library $3841.30 worth of sales 
were made resulting in over $960 worth of free books 
for our library. Books were available for viewing and 
sale from Monday to Friday. Many students and par-

ents visited and bought items. 

Many thanks to all concerned for their patience, en-
thusiasm and hard work. In particular thanks to Mrs 
Seklawy, Mrs Wells, Mr Klumpp, Mrs Gorham, Miss 
Gabriel and Mrs Wakim for all their hard work and 
support. Please encourage your children to return the 

library books for the end of the term. 

Best wishes for a safe and enjoyable holiday and 
Happy Reading! 

This term has been an exciting and busy term in English with Years 7 and 8 stu-
dents learning the joys of the world of literature including narratives, short stories 
and poetry. Here is a taste of poetry: 

                 Chef Pete! 
My Job all day is to make others eat 
I cook all day, never get off my feet 
Orders all day the options to meet 
Recipes all day, some sour some sweet 
People all day, new faces to greet 
Customers all day, hungry bellies to treat 
Working all day, I need a nice seat 
Famous all day, I withstand the heat 
Five stars all day, come over, itôs neat! 
Iôm here all day, my name is Chef Pete! 
By Peter Sara 8B 

Library News           Ms Christine Golz English Coordinator                                    Miss Georgina Tsiftis 

Sometimes it seems that things never change, but at the same time we deal with change daily. We live in busy 

times, with a lot of information at our finger tips and all around us. At times it is necessary for us to slow down and 

take a quiet few minutes to reflect upon whom we are and what it is that we represent. I believe it is important for 

parents to take the time to sit their children down and have a quiet moment together; time to reflect on how their 

lives at school and home are progressing and time to just be together and share hopes and dreams. 

We need to be honest with ourselves and our children. Through honest reflection, especially during Lent, we can 

come to know who we are and where we are going. Through this we can see where our strengths are and where 

we need to improve in our lives. 

I wish everyone a safe, happy and Holy Easter and look forward to all returning safely in Term 2. 

Head of Primary 
Mr John Klumpp 

Primary LOTE Report                         Miss Roly Maroun 

This term, the Year 6 Arabic topic was ñThe Environmentò.  Stu-
dents learned about their home, school and suburb.  At the end of 
the term, some students completed a project about their dream 
house and others designed the future school.  
Year 5 students wrote a book about their families. Year 4 students 
are ready to hang up rules they wrote around the playground and in 
their classroom after completing a unit of work about school and 
classroom rules. 
At the end of the term, one student from each class received an 
Arabic coordinatorôs award.  The award was presented to students 
who showed consistent effort and improvement in the language. 

Weôd like to thank you all for your great sup-
port at our Sunday Erbani stalls and with the 
show bags (which the children will receive 
shortly). Look out for future news about  
 1. Primary School Disco- Friday 1st May 
2. Motherôs Day Mass & Morning Tea-Friday 
8th May 
Just a reminder to thank God for allowing us to have our children at 
such a wonderful school. As parents, we need to be positive about 
our college and not allow anyone to talk negatively about it. If you 
have a problem, taking it elsewhere will not fix it. Please see the 
relevant person at school to help rectify your problem. And remem-
ber ñIf we want better children and a better society, we need to be 
better parentsò Maurice Balson. Wishing you all a safe and Blessed 
Easter. 

P & F Corner                         Mrs Rosemary Gea Gea 

On Wednesday 25th March, a number of Year 5 and 6 Students 

attended the AFL Paul Kelly Cup at Timbrell Park, Haberfield. The 

students participated in a Round Robin competition against a num-

ber of schools from the region. Although AFL is a new sport for 

many of them, I would like to commend the students for their partici-

pation, team spirit and excellent sportsmanship. Also a big thank 

you to Mrs Mourad for helping out on the day. 

Primary SPORT Coordinator        Miss Ronda Saad 

Between May and July this year, schools around Australia are 
taking part in a nation-wide program called the Australian Early 
Development Index (AEDI). 
The AEDI looks at how young children are developing in the years 
before they begin school.  As part of the AEDI, schools around 
Australia will be collecting information on children in their first year 
of school.This will involve teachers completing an online óchecklistô 
ï like a survey or questionnaire ï for every child in their class.   
Summary results of the AEDI checklists will be available for 
communities based on whole groups of children in a way that 
means no one will be able to identify individual children. The 
findings will provide communities with a snapshot of young 
childrenôs development.  This will help communities understand how 
their children are developing and where improvements can be made 
to give children the best start in life.   
Parents will receive more information about our schoolôs 
involvement in the AEDI in the coming weeks.  You can find out 
more about the AEDI at www.aedi.org.au 

Australian Early Development Index �² a 
snapshot of children in our community 

Special Provisions 

Students who experience serious difficulties with their learning are 
entitled to provisions to assist them to complete assessment tasks 
and examinations. Provisions may be in the form of extra time,  a 

reader and/or writer, rest breaks and separate supervision. For Year 
10 and Year 12 exams, the applications are sent to the Board of 

Studies, who assess the applications and grant or refuse provisions. 
Mock Trial 

The mock trial team is looking for a solicitor to assist in the coaching 
of the team during Term 2. If you know of a solicitor who may be 
interested in helping out, contact Mr John McKelleher at school on 

9740 0999. 

2010 Kindergarten Enrolments 

Enrolments for Kindergarten 2010 are now open until Friday, 15 May 2009. 

Please inform your friends and relatives who are interested in 

enroling their children at St Charbelôs College. 

Kindy

SPORT   A   MONTH  (JUDO- April) 

Come and Try JUDO FREE of charge throughout the month of 
April 2009 and find out more information about Judo in your local 
area. 
Bankstown City Council has teamed up with Kungatsu Judo Club to 
give people the opportunity to óCome and Try Judoô throughout the 
month of April 2009 completely FREE of charge. 
Everyone who registers, and takes part in a óCome and Try Judoô 
session throughout the month of April will receive a FREE Active 
Bankstown Gift. So what are you waiting for, tell your family and 
friends and come join the fun! 
For a FREE brochure with session times and details, please visit 
www.bankstown.nsw.gov.au or call Council today on 97079641. 

IMPORTANT NOTES TO PARENTS 

First instalment for school fees is now due. 

Payments may be paid in cash, cheque,  

EFTPOS or credit card. 

Hope to see you all soon in the Accounts Office 

School Fees                                  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
April 2009 

Wed, 8 Term 1 concludes 

Thurs, 9 Holy Thursday 

Fri, 10 Good Friday 

Sun, 12 Easter 

Tues, 28 Term 2 starts 

 NEW NUMBERS FOR 

THE COLLEGE 

We would like to inform 

�\�R�X�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�·�Y�H�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�G��
our phone and fax 

numbers. New numbers 

are displayed on this 
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