
Year 5 NAPLAN ï Good luck to all students as they sit to write the National Testing exams. Thank you to all the teachers for their hard work 

in preparing the students and thank you to the students themselves for their enthusiasm and co-operation. 

Year 6 Excursion to Canberra ï A very exciting time for the Year 6 students as they pack their bags for their two night excursion!  Thank 

you to all parents for their prompt payment of costs.  We will have some excellent photos in next monthôs newsletter.  We may even meet 

the Prime Minister himself! 

Reports and Assessment ï Students will be assessed continuously throughout the term in preparation for the end of semester report.  

Please ensure that your children are organised, have a proper work space at home, and are coping with the workload.  Feel free to make 

appointments with teachers should this not be the case.  Students:  Keep working, the end is in sight! 

Stage 3 Coordinator                                                                                                  Miss Elizabeth Woodin 

Welcome to Term 2. Kindergarten students were busy preparing for 

Motherôs Day by learning a lovely song in Arabic and preparing a card and 

gift. On Wednesday the 20th May, the Kindergarten students have their first 

school excursion and they are extremely excited. As part of the HSIE unit: 

ñPlaces We Know and Like to Visitò, we will be going to the Sydney 

Aquarium and Wildlife World. Thank you in advance to the parent helpers. 

Just a reminder that as the cold weather sets in please ensure that your child is warm enough at school 

and that their name is on all jumpers and jackets. If your child presents with a runny nose, a cough or 

headache etc please keep them at home until they are well enough. This will prevent sickness spreading. 

Early Stage 1 Coordinator                                                                                        Ms Marie-Claire Hawwa 

Term 2 has begun with hard work in earnest. Children have settled well into their classroom 
and work routines and most are showing signs of good progress across all aspects of their 
learning, both social and academic. 
Term 1 ended with a fantastic Easter hat parade where we saw the creative work of mums in 
the production of so many beautiful hats. It doesnôt matter how much work goes into such an 
event for the children- they are happy to just be able to participate- so all hats, whether simple 
or elaborate, looked great on the day and made all of our children happy. Mrs Wells and Mr 
Klumpp had a very difficult job choosing the winners of the biggest, most creative and furriest 
hats but they are to be commended on a job well done! A good time was had by all. 
As we continue to strive to do the best for all children, may I remind you that the education of 
your children is not solely the schoolôs responsibility. Parents obviously have a major role and 
need to ensure that homework is completed and that children are reading for 10-15 minutes every night. 
I hope we all have a happy and productive term. God bless you and your families. 

Stage 1 Coordinator                                                                                                       Ms Sue Durham 

I would like to welcome everyone back to Term 2. This term will 
be a very busy time for the Year 3 students. They completed their 
NAPLAN this week and are eagerly 
looking forward to their First Holy 
Communion on the 24th May. Their 
preparation time is almost at an end. The 
wonderful work done by teachers, parents 
and the students themselves will culminate 
in the beautiful ceremonies and presentations in the Mass. 
Please support them with your prayers. 
On Friday the 9th of May, Fr. Challita, the Year 3 excited 
students, teachers and parents attended an enjoyable and spiritual trip to Appin. The day was a huge 
success as the parents offered their help with the group activities and BBQ. Their generosity with the food 
was overwhelming. Thank you again! 
On the other hand, the Year 4 students will be busy too as their focus this term in Science is: ñMaking It 
Easyò. This involves looking at simple machines, a CSIRO workshop and an excursion to the Powerhouse 
Museum. Henry Moore will be the focus on the Design and Make Unit, which involves sculpture work. Fun!  

Stage 2 Coordinator                                                                                 Miss Charlotte Ahal 

Thanks to all those who supported our junior disco. It was very successful and enjoyed by all. We raised $4000 from the evening which will be 
used for school equipment .The P& F is organising a Spiritual Day on Friday, 5th June at St Rafqa Centre at Raby. Buses will leave school at 
8:30am and return at 2:45pm. This is a great chance to reflect and pray together as parents and a community. Please join us. The cost will be 
approximately $20. Bookings are essential. Please contact Rosemary Gea Gea on 0400096666 or Fadia Aoun in the office for bookings. 

P & F Corner                                       Mrs Rosemary Gea Gea 

Rectorõs Message 

Rev Fr Antoine Tarabay 
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At the beginning of 

Term 2, after a well 

deserved break, I 

trust that everyone 

is ready to meet the 

challenges of this 

term. At the College, 

we are busily 

preparing for our 

Silver Jubilee 

events and activities 

with the first event 

for this term being 

the Forum on 

Cultural Identity held 

on Friday 15 May 

2009. The Secondary Inter-School Sports Tournament will be held 

on the 5th of June followed by the Primary on the 22nd of June.  

It also gives me immense pleasure to inform you that St Charbelôs 

Collegeôs application for a $3,000,000 grant for the construction of a 

multipurpose hall as part of óBuilding the Education Revolutionô 

program of the Australian Government was approved. The College 

was also granted $200,000 for a shaded corridor to link the 

different buildings of the College. Due to the very tight timeframes 

set by the government, work on these projects will begin shortly. 

Also, the construction of the third level of the Administration 

Building will commence in the coming few weeks. This level will 

provide a much needed examination hall for St Charbelôs students.  

It is a very busy and exciting time for us at St Charbelôs College as 

new construction and refurbishment projects begin on our campus in 

the aim of providing a better learning environment for our students.  

During the month of May, we offer Mary a fervent and loving 

homage of prayer and veneration. And there cannot be a more fitting 

month for Mothersô Day. On this occasion, I would like to wish all 

mothers a Happy Mothersõ Day! May you, in the image of Mary, 

always be a blessing in your families and a guiding light that leads to 

Jesus. Mary, conceived without sin, cooperated with the will of God 

and her earthly life was central to the saving mission of her Son, Our 

Lord Jesus Christ. Maryôs life was characterised by unstinting faith 

and so she remains the supreme example for the faithful who are 

called to live in obedience to God.  

Welcome back to Term 2, I trust you had a well rested break and are 

ready for the busy weeks ahead.  

This year, our Year 6 students went to Canberra for their school 

camp. All teachers and students had a great time touring around the 

attractions of our capital city and enjoying the different activities 

organised by their teachers. I would like to thank the Head of 

Primary, Mr John Klumpp, and all the Year 6 teachers for their hard 

work organising this camp and accompanying the students for three 

days.      

Also, on Friday 15 May 2009, the Forum on Cultural Identity was 

held in our secondary school. This forum is part of the activities of 

the Silver Jubilee of the College. Students from our College, Mount 

St Joseph, Our Lady of Lebanon, St Marounôs and Holy Spirit 

College Lakemba participated in this forum with special guests: Mr 

Joseph Assaf, Sr Margaret Ghosn and Ms Jeannette Francis.  

Our Year 3 teachers and students are busy preparing for the First 

Holy Communion that will take place on Sunday 24 May 2009. We 

keep them in our prayers as they get ready to receive Jesus in the 

Holy Eucharist. 

As we are in May, the month of Mary, I would also like to take this 

opportunity to wish all mothers a Happy Mothersõ Day.  May God 

reward you for your dedication and selflessness. The Church 

teaches us that when Jesus, dying in agony on the Cross, said to St 

John, "This is your mother", he was not merely entrusting Mary to 

John's care, but also making Mary the spiritual mother of all 

followers of Christ. Mary is the perfect mediator between mankind 

and God, in whom we can confide our most private thoughts and 

deepest fears.  

I encourage you to seek Maryôs intercession with the confidence that 

Jesus will hear her:  

Hail Mary, woman of faith, 

First of the disciples! 

Teach us to build up the world beginning from within: 

in the depths of silence and prayer, 

in the joy of fraternal love, 

in the unique fruitfulness of the Cross. 

(Pope John Paul II - Prayer to Our Lady of Lourdes) 

Principalõs Message 

Rev Fr Joseph Sle iman 



Head of Secondary 
Mr Jaime Rodriguez 

The holiday break seems to have gone too quickly for most of us.  During Term 2 we will have significant academic and cultural events taking 
place.  Not only is the Term time to get studentsô reports out, the Year 12 cohort is having a chance to meet Y12 teachers on the 20th of May.  
As part of our Jubilee celebrations our school will host a Forum on Cultural Identity on Friday 15th of May where four other schools will 
participate.  This is an event not only important for our school and our children but also an event of high social relevance.  Later in the Term a 
sporting tournament will take place.  Year 11 will soon commence their period of examination.  We hope they prepare themselves to the best 

of their ability.  In short this is a very busy part of the year.  We are, nevertheless, looking forward to the challenges of the new Term. 

May God bless you all. 

Head of School 
Mr Chris Smyth 

Welcome back to Term 2! I hope you all had a relaxing and enjoyable time with your family and friends and that the Easter celebration has 

brought a renewed energy to your life. The College community also began the term by celebrating Anzac Day at our assembly. 

A special welcome back to Mrs. Vania Bejjani and Mr. Joe Mawad from their leave during last term. It is also great to have Mona Mansour 

back amongst us! Welcome back!  

Even Start: Thank you to Mrs. Bronwyn Monro and her team of ñEven Startò tutors for their great work with our students who needed special 

support with their literacy and numeracy. The program has been very effective and has benefitted the students and teachers.  

NAPLAN: NAPLAN Testing was held for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 this week. We look forward to the results of the tests which help us to identify 

areas of strength and weakness in the literacy and numeracy of our students. Programs are then developed to address these issues. 

Congratulations: Congratulations to Mrs.Chadia Gideon-Hajjar for her recent incursion for the new Year 7 D&T course in digital media and 

video production. Our students featured on SBS World News last Saturday night as a result of this initiative. 

Congratulations to Mr. John McKelleher on the hard work and performance of our students in the NSW Law Society Mock Trial competition in 

recent weeks.  

We are all excited by the potential for improved learning and teaching with the recent announcement that St Charbelôs College will receive a 

$3million dollar funding grant for the construction of a new multipurpose college hall to be completed by July 2010. 

We have much to be proud of as we look forward to another successful term! 

A quick look at the events and occasions of this term and you will see that all classes are definitely going to be very 
busy: NAPLAN, Canberra Trip, First Communion, AEDI, Futsal Tournament, 25th Anniversary Sports Tournament, K-6 
Athletics Carnival, Excursions, and Semester One Reports. 
All of these on top of our regular classroom activities and weekly liturgies and awards presentations. The staff have 
a huge task ahead of them this term and they will be doing their best to support your children to do their best. Please 
assist by being supportive of both staff and students. 
At the end of Term 1 portfolios were sent home and you will have a clearer picture of the work your children are 
capable of. If you have concerns about your childõs performance please make an appointment to speak to your 
childõs teacher. 
Looking forward to catching up with all parents during the term.  

Head of Primary 
Mr John Klumpp 

A group of students from the Year 7 
Technology class with Mrs Hajjar and 
Mrs Ishac are trained by a company 
called Metro screen on Friday 8th May 
2009.  The students were taught about 
equipment and processes used to film 
and produce a short film.  The workshop 
was a ñhands onò experience where stu-
dents could use the professional cam-
eras and microphones provided by Met-
roscreen.  A reporter and camera man 
from SBS Television were also present 
and interviewed a number of the students 
and Mr Smyth.  The story aired at 7pm on Saturday night as part of the News. 
Students in Art have also been busy.  Ms Huggett entered the work of Melissa Chahine Yr 11 and Yr 7Red in the Clancy Prize, where the 
works were exhibited. 
The Textiles classes in Yrs 11 and 12 visited Elizabeth Farm to view the HSC Textile Exhibition and were part of an exciting felting workshop.  
Students were pleased to learn how to transform wool fibre to make fabric called felt.   Food Technology classes from Yrs 9 and 10 visited the 
Italian Forum with Mrs Ishac to get a behind the scenes look at food preparation and presentation.  They also enjoyed a lovely meal together. 

Arts/TAS Coordinator                       Mrs Mary-Rose Maatouk 

Science Coordinator                    Miss Rita Angeli 

Second instalment for school fees is now due. 

Payments may be paid in cash, cheque,  

EFTPOS, credit card or directly into our bank account. 

Arrangements may also be made via Centrelink. 

Please enquire at the accounts office if more 

information is required. 

School Fees                                  
UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 2009 

Sun, 24 F i r s t  H o l y 

Communion 

June 2009 

Mon, 8 Queenõs Birthday 

 NEW NUMBERS FOR 

THE COLLEGE 

We would like to inform 

you that weõve changed 

our phone and fax 

numbers. New numbers 

are displayed on this 

newsletterõs front page. 

SCIENCE OPPORTUNITY FOR YEAR 9 STUDENTS 
A three-day hands-on practical science program will be conducted 
again in 37 Australian universities and tertiary institutions in 
2009/2010 for students who will be entering Year 10 in 2010. Each 
program includes a wide variety of practical activities, excursions, 
career information together with interesting presentations by leading 
Australian scientists and engineers. 
This is a Rotary Youth Services Project, supported by the Australian 
Science Teachers Association and The Young Scientists of Austra-
lia. The total cost of the three- day program is $105 (including GST). 
Local Rotary clubs are often willing to sponsor students to attend, 
so please contact your local Rotary club for details. 
For more information please see the science co-ordinator Miss R. 
Angeli or visit this website: www.scienceexperience.com.au.Early 
application is advised. 

It was very impressive to see the smooth start of Term 2 and the 
many settled classes engaged in good learning.  New topics are 
introduced in each class to further the studentsô involvement in the 
learning process and improve their language skills. 
This term, we continue to concentrate on the reading and speaking 
skills.  Students are asked to prepare oral presentations and read 
Arabic books. 
In Week 1, Yr 5 students spent half an hour reading the book they 
wrote about their family to Yr 2 students.  It was great to see the 
cooperation and motivation of the students from both grades. 

Primary LOTE Report                         Miss Roly Maroun 

In Term One , Mr. Joe Wakim was our guest speaker for Year 7 

Arabic students. His presentation was very beneficial to them. 

He sent the College some feedback and here is an extract of what 

he wrote: 

ñ Thank you for your hospitality during my second visit to St. Char-
belôs College as guest speaker. I trust that the presentation struck 
the right balance on the salient issues of ancestry, identity and spiri-
tuality through the mediums of story-telling, music and im-
agesé.While I deliberately prepared and pitched the presentation 
for 12 and 13 year old children, I was impressed with their grasp of 

some of the complex issues facing Lebanese Australians today. é.ò 

On behalf of St. Charbelôs High School Lote Department, I Thank 
Mr. Wakim and the young James, his companion, for their time and 
dedication. I also extend my thanks to Mrs. Hajjar who organised 
this activity and to Mrs. Kairouz who assisted in supervising the 

students. 

Secondary LOTE Report                 Mr Melhem Kairouz 

CAREER COUNCIL 

Fed up with junk food ads targeting your kids? 

Children see around 10 food ads on television every day, and al-

most two-thirds of these are for unhealthy foods. This means chil-

dren see around 18 hours of junk food ads per year ï the equivalent 

of three full school days! When one in four Australian children are 

obese or overweight, why do we continue to allow advertising of 

unhealthy food to children? Add your voice to our campaign ï go to 

www.burgercorp.com.au and tell Minister Roxon that you, like 9 out 

of 10 parents, support a ban on advertising of unhealthy foods when 

children are watching television. 

G e n e r at ion N e x t S y d n e y 
A seminar will be held in Sydney on 23rd May at the Clancy Audito-

rium, UNSW. Tickets are $45 and are available through Ticketek. 

The seminar will focus on providing essential and up to date infor-
mation for parents , teachers and carers about problems relating to 
drugs and alcohol, cybersafety, mental health and related issues 
that affect young people and on constructive solutions to these 

problems. 

 One of the presenters for the series is: Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, 
adolescent psychologist and media columnist, on óYouth mental 

health-what you need to knowô. 

For further information, contact Healthed's Dr Ramesh Manocha, 

ph: 0418 270 786; 

email: r.manocha@healthed.com.au; 

or visit the Generation Next website:  

http://www.gennextseminars.com 

School Counsellor                    Mrs Helena Paras 


