
Welcome back to the start of a new semester at St. Charbelôs College.  Congratulations to all students who produced excellent results in 

Semester 1.  Thank you to all parents who attended Report Day ï it is always a positive experience for teachers and parents alike.  I would 

like to encourage all students to set realistic and achievable goals for the semester ahead; and to work towards the achievement of those 

goals through consistency, focusing on individual personal bests.  All Stage 3 students should have 

a work space at home that is clutter-free; they should be using their diary effectively to organise their 

time and they should have a healthy balance between work and play.  These are some of the recipes 

for success!  Semester 2 

promises to bring interesting 

content and improved skills to 

Stage 3 students.  Take 

responsibility for your learning 

by extending your knowledge 

through independent research 

and reading. 

Stage 3 Coordinator                                                                                                  Miss Elizabeth Woodin 

I am always heartened when I see the enthusiasm that our children bring back to 
school with them after a lengthy holiday. Most are really happy to be back, having 
missed their friends and teachers. The fact that the children WANT to be here makes 
our job easier. When a child is keen to learn then we are keen to teach.  
It was also heartening to see so many parents come to school to collect reports and 
talk to their childôs teacher. It doesnôt take much time out of your lives to show an 
interest in your childôs learning and the main ones to notice this are your children. 
My main focus at St Charbelôs is Reading Recovery and it has been pleasing to see 
the progress the RR children have made so far. After an average of 60 lessons each, 
they are moving quickly up the ladder and as the photo shows, have developed a love 
of reading. 
On a less positive note, teachers try very hard to teach your children the correct protocol to be observed at certain times in their lives. One 
major one is the standing up, removal of head gear by males, standing still and in silence while a countryôs national anthem is being played. 
During Monday assemblies, it has been noticed that some parents remain seated and continue to talk during the playing of the Australian 
and Lebanese anthems and the college song. Please show your children the correct thing to do, not just at school but at any event where 
anthems or speeches are a part of the occasion. We ALL must lead by example. 

Stage 1 Coordinator                                                                                                       Ms Sue Durham 

'The development of a tree depends on where it is planted.' Edward Joyner Yale 
I would like to welcome you all to the start of Semester 2.  As most of you are aware, 
Term 3 will be a busy time for the students and staff. In September, we will be 
celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the opening of our school college. The Stage 2 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÂÕÓÙ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÉÎÇ ȰThe Making of Our History ȱ art work. 
Year 3 and 4 students have been busy the last few weeks making smiley face biscuits, pan cakes and planting beans as 
part of their procedures. This has been an enjoyable learning experience for all the students. 
The HSIE unit this term is !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁ 9ÏÕȭÒÅ 3ÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ )Î )ÔȦ The students will learn a lot about Australia, The Land 
Down under, and the Year 4 students are studying Lifecycles as part of their Science unit. Thank you to all the Stage 2 
teachers for their hard work and preparation in making all this achievable. 

Stage 2 Coordinator                                                                                                       Miss Charlotte Ahal 

Early Stage 1 Coordinator                                                                                        Ms Marie-Claire Hawwa 

Term 3 is the term when we see Kindergarten students make some outstanding academic gains! The teachers 
will agree that most students have returned to Term 3 motivated to write sentences and read independently as 
well as showing off their excellent Whole Number skills and Addition and Subtraction computation skills! 
This term we will discover where food comes from and how living things meet their needs. We have a visit 
from Healthy Harold planned for this Term. This will give the students an opportunity to explore the importance 
of living a healthy lifestyle. Beware!  You may find some Health Inspectors roaming around your house! There 
is a visit to the Fairfield City Farm planned for early next term and the students will see that most of our foods 
originate from the farm. 
May this term be another opportunity for you to be involved in your childôs education and development. Parent 
workshops to assist you with helping your child in Mathematics, Reading and Writing are planned for this term 
and Term 4. The exact dates and times will be confirmed in the coming weeks so pay close attention to the 
notice boards and newsletters. Enjoy Term 3. 

The Year 5s are studying Antarctica- An Integrated Unit. The Year 6s are improving their knowledge of the world through a Wonders of the World unit. 
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The warm weather and beautiful 

sunshine over the last few weeks 
have made it quite hard to believe 

that weôre still in the midst of 

winter. The College students and 
staff have been busily preparing 

for the upcoming excitement and 

rush of the 25th Anniversary 

celebrations as well as all the 
other college daily activities.   

As you have most likely noticed, 

the administration project is 

coming along. The great weather 
has helped expedite the 

construction work and the project 

is expected to be ready by the end 
of October this year.  

As you are all aware, this year, St Charbelôs College celebrates its 

Silver Jubilee. To mark this milestone a series of spiritual, cultural 

and social events have been planned throughout 2009 with two main 
pinnacle events. The first event is The Cedar Melodies, a concert 

presented by the Université Saint-Esprit de Kaslik choir at the 

Concert Hall- Sydney Opera House on the evening of Monday, 28 

September 2009. Ticket Prices are $50 and $75 and can be 
purchased from the Sydney Opera House Box Office on 9250 7777 

or over the internet on www.sydneyoperahouse.com. The other 

major event for the year is the Blessing and Inauguration of the new 
Secondary School building, St Neemtallah Building, the Examination 

Hall and the laying of the foundation stone for the new Multipurpose 

Hall. We anticipate the presence of the Prime Minister of Australia, 

the Premier of NSW, the Federal and state leaders of the opposition, 
the Most Rev Abbot Elias Khalife, Superior General of the Lebanese 

Maronite Order, His Excellency Bishop Ad Abikaram, Maronite 

Bishop of Australia, His Eminence Cardinal George Pell, Archbishop 
of Sydney, and numerous civil, political and religious dignitaries at 

this event. All College parents are also welcome to join us. 

As we come to the end of the month of August in which we venerate 

the Immaculate Heart of Mary, we implore our Mother Mary to give 
us peace in our hearts, so that the kingdom of God may spread its 

borders in the tranquillity of order. The Immaculate Heart is often 

venerated together with the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Just as the 

Sacred Heart represents Christ's love for mankind, the Immaculate 
Heart represents the Blessed Virgin's desire to lead all people to 

Christ.  

O heart of Mary, Mother of God, and our mother; heart most worthy 
of love, deign to melt our icy hearts and grant that they may be 

wholly changed into the likeness of the Heart of Jesus, 

our divine Saviour. Amen.  

Welcome to the first issue of the College newsletter for Term 3. So 
far, this year has been a wonderful, challenging and exciting one, full 
of academic, pastoral, spiritual and social activities.  
This year also marks the 100th anniversary of Blessed Mary 
MacKillopõs death, an important milestone for the Catholic Church 
in Australia. This outstanding woman, born in Victoria in 1842, 
founded the Sisters of St. Joseph of the Sacred Heart.  As Pope 
Benedict XVI said in his visit to Sydney in 2008: ñGenerations have 
reason to be grateful to her and to the Sisters of St Joseph of the 
Sacred Heart and other religious congregations for the network of 
schools that they established here and for the witness of their 
consecrated life.ò We commemorate this anniversary with the 
Australian Catholic Church and we pray that in the likeness of 
Blessed Mary MacKillop, we remain attentive to the movement of 
God in our lives.  
Over the last couple of weeks, our Year 12 students sat their Trial 
HSC Exams in preparation for the final HSC exams coming up in 
October. We pray that they continue to do their best so they reap the 
rewards of their study. 
On another note, Book Week 2009 will be taking place in the Library 
from Monday 24 August to Friday 28 August. The theme this year is 
Book Safari with lots of activities organised by the library staff and 
the primary teachers. Students are encouraged to read books from a 
selection of categories and take part in these activities.  
The month of October is dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. The Blessed Virgin Mary is the most perfect example of 
Christian perseverance, but she is also our advocate in Heaven 
where she is crowned Queen of Heaven and Earth.  

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope! 
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Rev Fr Joseph Sleiman 


