
Year 5 Excursion: On 20th August the Year 5s visited the IMAX Theatre to learn about Ernest 
Shackleton.  The 3D movie, ñShackletonôs Antarctic Adventureò complemented their Term 3 
unit, óAntarcticaô. 
Later that day they participated in a drama workshop, ñTheatre Sportsò where they were able 
to take part in some fun improvisations led by drama specialists.  Thank you to the Year 5 
teachers for organising the enjoyable excursion and to the students for representing the 
College with pride. 
A reminder to students and parents: 

¶Please assist in ensuring that your child is correctly dressed before leaving for school in the 
morning.  Common problems in the wearing of uniform at school are missing ties, hats, 
incorrect socks and shirts not tucked in. 

¶Continue to sign your childôs diary weekly as this is a vital tool of communication between 
teachers and parents. 

Stage 3 Coordinator                                                                                                  Miss Elizabeth Woodin 

Heading towards the end of Term 3, all classes in Stage 1 are showing steady 
increases in Literacy and Numeracy levels and children have enjoyed being 
involved in various learning experiences. We are fortunate at St Charbelôs to 
have many dedicated, creative and innovative teachers who provide their 
students with learning experiences to assist them to cope in the 21st Century, 
including IT and the catering for individual needs.  
Years 1 and 2 have been busy studying interesting topics in their  HSIE 
lessons. 
Year 1 students have looked at ñWorkers in our Communityò and hosted a visit 
from Bankstown Fire Station last week when 4 firemen gave their time to talk 
about their work and show the students the workings of the fire engine. Students were particularly interested in using the big hose and 
hearing the noise of the siren. The accompanying photo shows all of us with the fire engine and firemen on the day. Students were given 
homework ï that is, to remind their parents that you MUST have a working smoke alarm in your home. It is against the law not to so please 
ensure that your home has abided by this law. 
Year 2 students have studied the topic ñToy Storyò and are working on projects to design and make their own toy. We look forward to seeing 
the end results as Year 2 show their creativity. 
 Healthy Harold will be visiting Year 1 and 2 classes on Monday, 21st September and Tuesday, 22nd September. Year 1 will go on ñHaroldôs 
Mystery Tourò which is about body workings, passive smoking, safety and decision making and Year 2 will see ñHaroldôs Heroesò which is 
about environmental health issues, emergency procedures and individual needs. 
Still lots to do, lots of learning and lots of fun! 

Stage 1 Coordinator                                                                                                       Ms Sue Durham 

òThe work can wait while you show the child the rainbow, but the rainbow 
won't wait while you do the workó. Sometimes we need to take a step back and 
enjoy the moments around us even though life passes by so quickly.  
The students and staff of stage 2 will definitely agree with this as the term has 
almost come to an end. 
The Year 4 teachers and students are awaiting their excursion to Manly Dam as 
part of their Science unit, óLifecycles in our Worldô. It will involve a lot of hands on 
activities and exploration of the bug, water and carbon cycles. 
Last week Year 3 students enjoyed the incursion held in the college library where 
Sean, an Aboriginal spokesman from the C.E.O, discussed the lifestyle and 
spirituality of the Aboriginal people. The demonstrations of the musical instruments and tools were enjoyed by all the students. 
Mrs Donna Abouraad has taken time off on her maternity leave as she awaits the birth of her first child, I would like to thank her for her hard 
work and dedication she has provided within the college. We are now very fortunate to welcome Mrs Paras Luca on 3G who is an 
experienced and enthusiastic teacher.  

Stage 2 Coordinator                                                                                                       Miss Charlotte Ahal 

Early Stage 1 Coordinator                                                                                        Ms Marie-Claire Hawwa 

The Kindergarten students have settled into Term 3 and are Reading, Writing, working Mathematically 

and CONVERSING with each other! This Term we will be focusing on using good manners, listening, 

spiritual behaviour in church and making friends. We have been learning about our needs and looking 

at food and where it comes from. Early next Term we have an exciting excursion to the Fairfield City 

Farm, which will consolidate the concepts covered this Term both in English and Arabic. Next Term on 

Thursday the 22nd of October we will be hosting the annual Infants Teddy Bearôs picnic. In the coming 

weeks Healthy Harold will be visiting us and KH will be presenting their first Paraliturgy to the school. 

An outstanding number of Parents have shown interest in the Parent Reading and Writing Workshops, 

commencing on the 10th of September. We are looking forward to seeing you all! 
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òBlessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, 

whose hope is the LORD.ó 

Jeremiah 17:7 

It was with absolute faith 

and trust in God that the 

first monks of the 

Lebanese Maronite Order 

came to Australia in the 

early 1970s and founded 

St Charbelôs Monastery 

and then the College in 

later years. And it is with 

the same faith in our Lord that we continue this mission in this 

generous land of Australia.  

Over the last few months, we have seen the completion of a new 

Secondary building at the College, the commencement of the 

expansion project of the Administration Building, the sealing and 

overhaul of the Church carpark on Wattle Street and in the coming 

few weeks the construction of the Multipurpose Hall will also 

commence. All these projects would not have been possible without 

the graces of our Lord and the steadfast support of our community.  

It is also with immense pride and gratification that I announce that 

The Cedar Melodies Concert by the Université St-Esprit de Kaslik 

at the Sydney Opera House is almost sold out. If you have not 

booked your tickets yet, visit www.sydneyoperahouse.com and book 

one of the last few seats still available so you donôt miss out. The 

support of all the people who have purchased tickets or sponsored 

the event is appreciated.  

It is this time of the year when St Charbelôs community is getting 

ready for the Annual BBQ to be held on the 17th of October, in 

celebration of St Charbelôs Canonization Day. All the community is 

invited to join us on this day and take part in this festive event.  

Dear Jesus, help me to spread Thy fragrance 

everywhere I go. Flood my soul with Thy spirit and 

love. Penetrate and possess my whole being so utterly 

that all my life may only be a radiance of Thine.  

(Mother Teresa's Daily Prayer, Feast Day celebrated on 5 September) 

Dear Parents and Students, 

Once again this year, Book Week, under the theme Book Safari, 

was a successful initiative. The students produced excellent displays 

and competition entries. Particular congratulations to the Year 1 

teachers and Ms Badrous whose classes produced a stupendous 

array of entries. Thank you to the library staff: Mrs Golz, Mrs Wakim 

and Mrs Haddad and to all the primary staff and students for their 

hard work adding immeasurably to the success of Book Safari.  

Information evenings are of utmost importance to all students and 

parents. The essence of the night is to discuss several issues 

pertaining to the Curriculum and Pastoral Care as well as the 

Collegeôs processes, procedures and expectations. On Wednesday 

the 2nd of September, the Year 8 Information Evening was held. 

Thank you to all the parents who attended and to the secondary staff 

who organised the evening.  

Our primary students celebrated Fatherõs Day on Friday 4 

September with a mass organised by the Primary staff and followed 

by a morning tea prepared by the Parents and Friends Association 

who also set up a Fatherôs Day Stall on the day from which the 

students could select presents for their dads. I would like to thank 

the primary staff and the P&F committee for their initiative and I wish 

all the fathers a belated Happy Fatherôs Day! 

On Friday 4 September, our Year 10 students enjoyed a Spiritual 

Day in Appin. The theme was Prayer and the students reflected on 

the importance of prayer and on some impressive examples of how 

to pray. The efforts of Mrs Joanne Mansour, the Religious Education 

Coordinator and all the team who assisted on the day are 

appreciated.  

Finally, on the 14th of September, the universal Catholic Church 

celebrates the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross. This feast was 

observed in Rome before the end of the Seventh Century. It 

commemorates the recovery of the Holy Cross that was returned to 

Jerusalem by Emperor Heralius in 629. Let us look to the cross 

frequently, and realize that when we make the Sign of the Cross we 

give our entire self to God: mind, soul, heart, body, will, thoughts.  

O cross, you are the glorious sign of victory. 

Through your power may we share in the triumph of 

Jesus Christ. 

Principalõs Message 

Rev Fr Joseph Sleiman 



Week 9 of this term is the 25th Anniversary Celebration Week during which several Jubilee events will 
be held.  
The program of the week is as follows: 
Monday 28 September 2009: 
The Cedar Melodies concert at the Sydney Opera House- students attending this event will receive a letter 
clarifying all the details regarding departure and arrival times  
Tuesday 29 September 2009:  
School starts at 9.45am with homeroom followed by normal classes. Playground supervision will be 
available from 8.00am.   
Wednesday 30 September 2009: 
Official Opening & Blessing Ceremony of the new college building is scheduled to start at 12.30pm. 
Students will be dismissed from school at the conclusion of the ceremony at around 2.30pm.  
Thursday 1 October 2009: 
Last day of Term 3. A solemn mass will be celebrated by the Most Rev Abbot Elias Khalife at 11.00am. 
Students will be dismissed at 12.30pm at the end of the mass. Students are to wear full school uniform. 
Friday 2 October 2009:  
First Day of the School Holidays 

 

Calendar of Events for Week 9 of Term 3 ~ (the final week) 

Third and final instalment for school fees is now due. 

Payments may be paid in cash, cheque,  

EFTPOS, credit card or directly into our bank account. 

Arrangements may also be made via Centrelink. 

Please enquire at the accounts office  

if more information is required. 

School Fees                                  

¶ Congratulations to all the primary students who participated in 

the Book Safari Book Week activities. Students and classes 
produced many excellent displays and competition entries. 
Numerous awards and prizes were given to students and 
classes in recognition of their excellent efforts.  

¶ Displays of Book Week Books, Class projects and Student 

works were exhibited in the library for the enjoyment of students. 
parents and staff. 

¶ Many thanks to the library staff - Mrs Wakim and Mrs Haddad 

and to all primary teachers for their hard work adding 
immeasurably to a successful Book Week.   

¶ Encourage your children to return their library books promptly 

and bring their library cards to school everyday. 

¶ On Tuesday the 20th of October Yorke books will be selling Year 

12 textbooks to students in the Library Seminar room. If you 
wish to purchase textbooks ensure you return the order form by 

Thursday the 24th of September. Please do not enclose 
money with orders. 

Counsellorõs Corner                           Mrs Helena Paras 

  

Secondary LOTE Report                 Mr Melhem Kairouz 
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Hospital at Westmead.  Please donate 
your unused mobile phones to be 

recycled!  The school will receive $1.50 for each phone 

donated, thanks to Mobile Muncher. 

The Drama students and teachers in high 
school would like to thank the Parents and 
Friends Association for donating money . 
This money has been wisely used to 
purchase much needed resources for our 
students. Thank you once again for your 

continued generosity. 

Miss Patricia Moussa 

From all Secondary Coordinators 

Could all parents please remember that school starts promptly at 
8:30 am each day.  There have been a significant number of stu-
dents who are coming late to school, which is a disruption to the 
beginning of classes.  If for any reason your child needs to leave 
school during class or break time, please ensure they follow the 
schoolôs procedures: 

¶ Parents must send a signed note with the child to 

school.  Please include the reason and the time you will require 
your child to be at the front office. 

¶ The student must show the signed note to their coordinator who 

will also sign it. 

¶ When it is time for the student to leave, they will show the note to 

their class teacher and the front office staff. 

¶ Students will be given a ópink slipô, which shows the time the 
student left school premises. 

¶ Students must hand this ópink slipô to their homeroom teachers 
when they next return to school. 

Following these guidelines makes it easier for parents, office staff 
and us. 

What Can Dads Do? 
Our society has reinforced many fatherôs to believe that they should 
stay late at the office; that someone else will teach their children to 
hit a ball, play piano and believe in themselves. They just pay bills, 
ñlike a good manò.  Society would rather have you believe that you 
prove your love by working, not playing or cuddling or teaching or 
talking ï the things children really love and need.  
Luckily, fathers are fighting their way back into family life. The more 
you do, the more you will rediscover your talents at fathering and 
your own unique style. There is nothing more satisfying as raising 
great kidsé Most boys love to be physically active, to have fun with 
their fathers. They love to hug their dad and play wrestling with him. 
(if they donôt like it, youôre probably being too rough) 
Sadness ï example, when someone has died or a disappointment 
has come along 
Anger ï example, when something has been unjust or wrong 
Happiness ï when things go well 
Fear ï when there is danger: Children need to see we have emo-
tions, but they donôt feel safe if we are overwhelmed by them. Use 
words more than actions - We should speak our anger, not act it 
out.  We can share our fears but not get rattled. We can cry and say 
we are sad but not become uncontrollable. When some men have 
an uncomfortable feeling, they usually convert it to something com-
fortable, like anger. When your boy has gotten lost in a shopping 
centre a father who can say ñI was scaredò has much more impact 
than the one who yells. If men act angry when they are really sad or 
scared, this can be pretty confusing for children.  
Discipline and Dads: A key to success is to never undermine your 
partner in front of the children. Example, if mother is trying to get 
your boy to clean up after himself in the kitchen and dad asks, ñWhy 
are you pressuring him?ò or ñhe just forgot, donôt be so hard on 
himò, then you are sending confusing messages to your children. If 
you donôt agree with your partnerôs strategies, sort it out together in 
private!� � � �tôs ok not to know what to do all of the time! As our kids 
reach new ages and create new challenges, it can become difficult. 
ñCan they stay at their new friendôs house overnight?ò; ñIs that book 
suitable for them to read? ; ñwhat is a fair consequence for this mis-
behaviour?òéif you donôt have an answer on the spot then its ok to 
stall. Talk it over with your partner. If you are both stuck, talk it over 
with other parents. But you must make sure you follow up on it. 
Your son will respond more easily to you ï not from fear, but from 
respect and wanting to please you. Donôt frighten boys ï it just 
makes them mean to others.��Family life is a ówork in progressô. Itôs 
ok for children to understand this. 
Sometimes, A(attention), Deficit Disorder is actually D(dad) Deficit 
Disorder.                           (Taken from òRaising Boysó by Steve Biddulph) 

Library News                                    Ms Christine Golz 


