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As Term 1 comes to an end, it is a time to reflect and strengthen the fact that our wonderful staff and welcoming
parents must work in trust with one another in order to provide the best possible education for our students. Many
of you would have met your child’s teacher at the Primary and Secondary Interim interviews this week, who is
always the first point of contact for any issues which may arise at the College. Thank you to our parents who took
the time to meet and discuss their child’s performance to date with our devoted teachers. I urge all our students to
reflect upon their goals for Term 2, to consider the opportunity to amalgamate the positive areas while improving in
areas of development for the rest of the year. 
 
During the Easter holiday, we will be approaching Holy Week in preparation for Holy Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter Sunday. As we near the Passion Week, it is an appropriate time to reflect and remind ourselves that
although we face challenges on a daily basis, it really is only a small sacrifice compared to the ultimate sacrifice
Christ made for us on the cross.
 
“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” Matthew 16:24-26 
 
During the Easter holidays we will commemorate Anzac Day, where, as Australians, we signify another sacrifice
made by many soldiers and individuals who fought to allow Australia to be the free and democratic country we are
today. We offer our thanks to respectfully recognise their service to our wonderful Australian nation. May I ask you
and your families to join any of the solemn liturgies taking place in and around St Charbel’s Parish and community,
and to unite wholly as Maronite Catholics. I take this opportunity to wish all our students and their families a very
happy and Holy Easter, filled with peace and love. 
 
May God bless you & your families.







Secondary
School News
The Year 9 students held a Bake Sale
last week, to raise money for Project
Compassion. They raised approximately
$600 for this cause. Thank you to all the
students, staff and families who were
involved!

On Friday the 29th of March, Year 11
and Year 12 Visual Arts students
attended an excursion at Hazelhurst
Gallery in Gymea and The Armory
Gallery at Sydney Olympic Park.
Students visited ‘Artexpress’ Exhibitions
featuring the best samples of 2018 HSC
artworks from across the state. Students
viewed a variety of works in different
expressive forms to better their own
artistic practice and to view the very high
standard of works expected of them for
the HSC. We look forward to our St
Charbel’s cohort rising to the challenge
and producing equally strong works in
2019!

Year 9 students held a Pizza Day
fundraiser for Project Compassion,
raising $1100! Thank you to all students
and staff for helping, or for simply
enjoying a pizza lunch!!



Secondary  Student  Life
Year 9 students recently spent t ime visi t ing the residents of Estia Health Bankstown, a local nursing
home. This inter generational experience was rejuvenating for the residents, and engaging for the
students.

Senior Constable Danny McManus, the
Bankstown Community Liaison Officer,
presented important information about
cyber and social media safety to Year 9 in
their Pastoral Care session yesterday. 
 
This is probably the top issue facing young
people today, and they greatly valued his
time and his knowledge on how students
can keep themselves safe online.



ها قد شارف الفصل األول من السنَّة الدراسيَّة عىل اإلنتهاء، والتالميذ قد زادوا معرفة

باللغةالعربيَّة في جميع المهارات من استماع إىل قراءة ومحادثة وكتابة. وقد أدخلنا

الّب في تسهيل استيعاب اللّغة بطريقة حديثة برامج إلكترونيَّة جديدة، لمساعدة الطُّ

فهذا البرنامج  ”Alefbata“ وُمسلَِّية. ومن هذه  البرامج التي أدخلناها مؤخَّراً ، برنامج

يمكن أن يستعملوه في المنزل وفي المدرسة، فنرجو من األهالي الكرام أن يُراقبوا

ابع أوالدهم عندما يقومون بالتمارين ويساعدوهم حيث تدعو الحاجة. أما صفوف السَّ

خصيَّة فقد قاموا بنشاطات مختلفة في هذا الفصل، وكان آخرها تصميم الهويَّة الشَّ

لكٍل منهم

Secondary
Arabic

فنأمل من الطالَّب أن
صوا بعض الوقت خالل عطلة الفصح للقيام بالتمارين اإللكترونيَّة يُخصِّ

وبالمناسبة فإنَّ أساتذة اللغة العربيَّة في القسم الثانوي : السيدات كارول ميولي وريتا 
بطرس ومينرفا اسطفان واألستاذ ملحم كيروزيتمّنون لجميع األهالي والّطالب فصحاً

مجيداً وعطلة مريحة وآمنة



Director of

Primary
Term 1 has been a busy term
which is quickly coming to a
close.
 
The Primary school recently
started promoting exercise
circuits in the playground
before school. Each exercise
station is manned by a Yr 6
student, or ‘Ninja Master’, who
can show the students what to
do. All students are invited to
take part, with the exercises
being simple ones like star
jumps or skipping which the
children can do in their school
uniform.
 
Work on the school vegetable
garden is underway, with 15
Primary parents and their
children generously giving up
their time on the weekend to
take part in a working bee at
the school. The aim was to
establish the garden beds, with
the plantings to start early next
term. The school is looking
forward to the students getting
involved in looking after the
garden. The school garden will
become part of the teachers’
programs, and a garden club
will be established for keen
children to help maintain the
garden during lunchtimes. A
big thank you to Mrs Casey
and the parent volunteers for
their help last Sunday!

On Monday Justin Caban (Get
Reading Right: Synthetic
Phonics) spent the day at the
school doing demonstration
lessons for the teachers.  He
also ran an information
evening for parents in the hall.
There was a large turnout of
parents which was wonderful
to see.
 
The feedback from the evening
has been positive so I will
invite Justin back to the school
again when possible. The
online training Justin
mentioned can be found at:
https://www.training247.com.a
u/
 
Reports will be sent home next
term, with comprehensive
interviews to be held at the
start of Term 3.
 
I would like to take this
opportunity to thank Natalie
Stafford for her years of hard
work and dedication at St
Charbel’s and wish her all the
best for the future. I would like
to welcome Mr Christopher
Barker to the school as the
new 2M class teacher.
 
I would also like to wish all
families a Happy Easter and
trust that everyone enjoys the
holiday break!



Primary

Arabic

MONOLINGUALISM IS CURABLE
 

لقد أصبح تعلم لغة ثانية ضروريا في جميع أنحاء العالم. رغم أن تعلم لغة جديدة عمل صعب لكنه يفيد ولدك. نحن نعلم، أن أهالي طالب
مدرسة مار شربل يقّدرون دراسة اللغة العربية بقدر ما نقدرها نحن

 
إن كنت تتحدث اللغة العربية ، فأنت قادرعىل مساعدة طفلك أن يتعلمها. ونحن بدورنا، نشجعك عىل التحدث معه باللغة العربية

 
أما بالنسبة لألهالي الذين ال يستطيعون التحدث باللغة العربية ، إليكم بعض النصائح

تعلم اللغة مع طفلك: يمكنك، مع ولدك، تعلم األشكال واأللوان واالستماع إىل الموسيقى العربية ومشاهدة األفالم اللبنانية. هذا سيجعل 
تعلم اللغة مشوقاً

الكتب والمجالت. اجتمع مع األصدقاء أو األجداد الذين يمكنهم التحدث ، Language apps  ،Youtube ابحث حولك عما يساعدك مثال

اللغة

(ساعد ولدك عىل التواصل بأحد أصدقائك أو أقاربك في لبنان ، إما عن طريق البريد اإللكتروني،  أو "فايس تايم" وغيرهما )تحت مراقبتك
لن يكون األمر سهالً،لكن مع الثبات والمثابرة ، سيتعلم طفلك لغتين

 
 

Learning a second language, although difficult, is very beneficial for your child. As parents of St Charbel’s students, our
staff understands that you value the study of the Arabic language as much as we do. Being bilingual is becoming more

popular and essential around the world. We want to help further the future of our students!
 

Being parents with a Lebanese speaking background is an advantage as it allows your child to learn the language more
naturally, both in class and at home. We encourage you to speak to your children in Arabic. However, for the parents

who cannot speak the Arabic language, here are some tips.
 

·         Learn the basics of the language with your child. Together you can learn the shapes and colours, listen to Arabic
music and watch shows. This will make it more interesting for both, you and your kids.

·         Look for resources around you. The world is your oyster! For example, Language apps and books. Even your
friends or grandparents that can speak the language.

·         Get your children to connect (under your watch) to a pen-pal or your relatives in Lebanon either through face-
time, email or snail mail. Not only will they teach each other, but it will allow a development of greater friendships.
It will not be easy, nor will it happen overnight, but with consistency and perseverance your child will be bilingual.



Primary Athletics

Carnival
The St Charbel's Primary
Athletics Carnival has come
and gone once again. We
were blessed with a beautiful
day and the students came
dressed and ready to
compete. 
 
We started with the 800m
which the students had to
qualify for through trials during
their PE classes. We saw a lot
of determination and effort and
the students are to be
commended for that, as this
race is not for the faint
hearted. Well done to those
students who competed and
placed in the top four. The day
was filled with participation,
enthusiasm and overall House
spirit. It was wonderful to see
the students giving it their all
and having a go, and some
who showed outstanding
athletic ability. 
 
Thank you to all the teachers
for their effort and support on
the day and the parents for
their support and
encouragement.
 
Well done to the BLUE house
for winning, with an overall
1085 points!



Religion in

the Primary
The last week of Great Lent is
called Passion Week. This week
focuses on the events of the
suffering and death of Jesus on
the Cross. We celebrate these
holy days in a special way. We
give thanks to God for the
sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. 
 
The Primary school celebrated
Easter early by re-enacting the
events of Passion Week. Each
grade was given a Gospel to
meditate on and present to the
school. All students showed
reverence and were made aware
that it wasn’t a performance but is
really a great prayer which we
offer to God as we speak and
move.
 
After each Gospel presentation,
the students responded, “Lord, by
your cross and resurrection you
have set us free. You are the
redeemer of the world."
The students were also taught the
Maronite greeting and response
practised on Easter Sunday
'almassih kam …7akun kam'
 
We wish our school Community a
Blessed Easter and May the risen
Christ bring you and your family
abundant happiness.



Busy

Gardening

Bees
Parents, students and staff from St
Charbel’s gathered at school last Sunday
for a “gardening” working bee. The group
assembled seven raised garden beds
from scratch and worked as a team to fill
the garden beds with soil, worms and
mulch. The group also put together two
compost bins, which we will start using
next term to recycle our food waste into
precious plant fertilizer.
 
While most of the materials we needed
for our garden were kindly donated by
Bunnings at Greenacre, once we had
assembled our garden beds we realized
that due to the sloping ground, there was
a risk of soil leaching. Kylie Alam came
to the rescue and kindly donated bags of
gravel and weed mats we placed at the
bottom of our garden beds to prevent the
soil from leaching. A big thank you also
goes to Sarah Abouharb and her
husband for donating the bins we
needed to store the mulch and dolomite
for our compost bins.
 
Next term, all of the students will have
the opportunity to plant seasonal
vegetables and herbs and watch them
grow.  Ms Casey will also be running a
gardening club on Mondays at lunchtime
for children interested in spending some
time in our new school garden.



Library News

Dear Parents, 
 
Please encourage your children to return the library books for the end of the term. 
A reminder that our library is open before school from 8.00 and after school till 4.30 every day 
 
School Holiday Activities 
 
Join in the fun at our Bankstown Canterbury Library and Knowledge Centres! 
 
Bankstown Library and Knowledge Centre 
 
Tickets for the free activities are available half an hour before the event from the information desk.
Wednesday 17 April  Bird Feeder - 5-12 years - 2.30pm - FREE 
Thursday 18 April  Monster Pompom - 5-12 years - 2.30pm - FREE 
Wednesday 24 April  Bingo - 5-12 years - 2.30pm - FREE 
For further information, please call Bankstown Library and Knowledge Centre on 9707 9708. 
 
Campsie Library and Knowledge Centre 
 
Tickets for the free activities are available half an hour before the event from the main desk. 
Tuesday 16 April  Dancing Animals - 5-12 years - 10.30am - FREE 
Wednesday 17 April  Games Afternoon - 8-15 years - 2.30pm - FREE 
Thursday 18 April   Rainbow Fish - 5-12 years - 10.30am - FREE 
Tuesday 23 April  Peace Dove - 5-12 years - 10.30am - FREE 
Wednesday 24 April  Games Afternoon - 8-15 years 2.30pm FREE 
 
For further information, please call Campsie Library and Knowledge Centre on 9789 9423 
 
Greenacre Library and Knowledge Centre 
Tickets for the free activities are available half an hour before the event from the main desk. 
Tuesday 16 April   Alien Spaceships - 5-12 years - 2.30pm - FREE 
Wednesday 17 April   Monster Pompom - 5-12 years - 2.30pm - FREE 
Thursday 18 April   Bad Gamers - 12-18 years - 2.30pm - FREE 
Friday 26 April   Games Afternoon - 5-12 years - 2.30pm - FREE 
 
For further information, please call Greenacre Library and Knowledge Centre on 9707 9744 
 
Best wishes for a safe and enjoyable holiday









Important

Announcements

REMINDERS
· Students must arrive to school no later than 8:25am
 
· Students are not to leave school before 3:10pm and early leave must be
with permission granted by Year or Stage Coordinators. Exceptional
circumstances require a note from parents.
 
· Ensure correct uniforms are worn
 
· Boys to have regulation haircuts
· No coloured bands to be worn around necks or on wrists
 
· Years 3-12 students to have their diaries signed when required
 
· Parents to make appointments to speak to teachers.
 
· Playground supervision starts 8am and ends 3:30pm.



Mon 29 Apr
Fri 3 May
6-10 May

Wed 8 May
Fri 10 May

Sun 12 May
14-17 May
Fri 17 May

Wed 22 May
Fri 31 May

 

Upcoming Events 

Students Commence Term 2

Anzac Day Ceremony

2020 Kindy Interviews

Year 12 Report Interviews

Mother's Day Mass & stalls

Mother's Day

NAPLAN Tests

Year 8 Spirituality Day

Year 10 Allwell Testing

Year 10 Spirituality Day



Counsellor

News
Georges River Life Centre in Peakhurst holds a range of Parenting Programs. For those who are interested, please see
the details of some upcoming programs below: 
 
Circle of Security®
 
At times all parents feel lost or without a clue about what our child might need from us. Imagine what it might feel like if
you were able to make sense of what your child was really asking from you. The Circle of Security® Parenting™ program
is based on decades of research about how secure parent-child relationships can be supported and strengthened, and
includes: 
 
∗ Understanding your child’s emotional world by learning to ‘read’ their needs 
∗ Supporting your child’s ability to successfully manage emotions 
∗ Enhance the development of your child's self esteem 
∗ Honour the innate wisdom and desire for their child to be secure 
 
Date: Thursday 16th May 
Cost: $50 
Time: 10:00am-12:30pm 
Duration: Weekly, for 8 weeks 
Location: Georges River Life Care- 23 Stanley St, Peakhurst 2210 
Phone: 9153 6300 or M: 0417 041 146 
 
1-2-3 Magic® & Emotion Coaching 
 
1-2-3 Magic® & Emotion Coaching assists parents through simple methods to help their children to self-manage their
behaviour, by exploring: 
 
* Ideas and principles about parenting 
* Patterns that develop in families and how to change unhelpful patterns 
* A variety of tools for changing behaviour 
Designed to assist parents to manage their child’s difficult behaviour such as tantrums, yelling, fighting and arguing,
parents also learn practical skills to develop their child’s positive behaviour and help make parenting an enjoyable
experience. 
 
Date: Thursday 13th June 
Cost: $45 includes Manual 
Time: 7:00pm-9:30pm 
Duration: Weekly, for 3 weeks 
Location: Georges River Life Care- 23 Stanley St, Peakhurst 2210 
Phone: 9153 6300 or M: 0417 041 146


